OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS

ceremony, in which a priest read many long prayers
from a book, and then tied the couple together
with a silk thread and pronounced a blessing upon
them.

The second scene took place in the open court-
yard, in the centre of which was burning the sacred
fire placed on a pedestal. The priest and parents
of the bride and bridegroom now joined hands with
the happy couple and walked in solemn single file
round and round the fire, the priest chanting the
whole time; this was done seven times, and then all
retired quietly, leaving the fire burning in the court.

To the third and final scene only a favoured few
were admitted ; fortunately I was amongst that num-
ber. Into the room prepared for the newly-married
couple the little wife was now led, and for the first
time the coverings were taken from her head and
face. She was placed on a huge silk-covered mat-
tress, then the husband came and took his seat by
her side: both of them were looking thoroughly
miserable! One of the women then brought a
copper basin and ewer filled with milk, and the
bridegroom proceeded to wash his wife's feet in
milk, and she in her turn washed his hands. This
done, we all bade farewell to the newly-married
couple and the wedding ceremony was at an end.
Hastily saying good-bye to our host and hostess,
and expressing our good wishes for the welfare and
happiness of the young people, we made our way
homewards, to find it was not very far off dawn,
but having thoroughly enjoyed our first experience
of a Parsee wedding ceremony.

The costume of the Parsee women is rather
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